CIRCUS RING OF FAME FOUNDATION
DESIGN CONTEST

Background

The Circus Ring of Fame® (https://www.circusringoffame.org/) recognizes those persons who have made a significant contribution to the art and culture of the circus over the span of a career. With over 150 inductees from around the world, the “Ring” began in 1988 as a way to honor world famous circus artists and the rich circus heritage of the Sarasota area. Each year honorees are nominated by the public and voted on by former inductees, historians, scholars and knowledgeable members of the global circus arts community.

Each inductee is honored with a bronze wagon wheel plaque, recognizing their contribution to circus arts and culture. The annual Circus Ring of Fame® Awards Show is televised and streamed to a global audience. Attendees to the live show represent a veritable who’s who of artists, executives, fans and members of the global circus arts community. 

The Circus Ring of Fame® cultural exhibit plaques grace the perimeter of  St. Armands Circle in Sarasota, Florida.  Visitors and locals alike stroll past decades of circus history, scanning the QR codes with their mobile devices, and experiencing the rich biographies, photos and videos of every honoree. This new technology brings to life the human interest stories behind the plaques conjuring up childhood memories of circus greats such as famed animal trainer Gunther Gebel-Williams, aerial superstar Nik Wallenda, comedic American daredevil Bello Nock, and timeless clowns Lou Jacobs and Emmett Kelly.

The Big Idea

Every year an international festival celebrating circus is held in Monte Carlo, THE FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DU CIRQUE DE MONTE CARLO (https://www.montecarlofestival.mc/en/)
where a full scale extravaganza and competition awarding statues features the greatest circus artists from around the world. 

For the festival, each year a scarf is created that attendees and participants clamor for that acts to showcase the festiveness of the event. People who attend every year collect these scarves and wear them proudly both during the festival and throughout the year. 

The Circus Ring of Fame wants to start creating a scarf that will be given to the honorees and can be offered to the attendees of our awards event in February each year and can be collected. This will become a treasured item for all attendees and will also help to raise money for the Circus Ring of Fame which is a non-profit organization. 


The Exclusive Contest Opportunity

What could be more perfect and appropriate than to work with The Ringling College of Art and Design to create the artwork for the scarf which we are confident will become a treasured keepsake proudly warn by honorees, fans and friends!! 

With the above in mind, working with the Ringling College of Art and Design, The Circus Ring of Fame Foundation is proud to offer students the opportunity to create the winning  design that will be produced and given to the honorees.

The winning designer will receive $500 from the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation and three honorable mention designers will each receive $100!  Plus, The Circus Ring of Fame Foundation will display a representative sample of the designs at the Circus Sarasota tent on the day of the event, February 8, 2025.  

Contest Details

SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY 

· Contest is open to current Illustration students at The Ringling College of Art and Design as confirmed by the registrar’s office and must be students in the Illustration Department. 
· All entrants must fill out an entry form that accompanies their submission that also releases The Circus Ring of Fame Foundation from liability and grants the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation the right to use their submitted artwork.
· Use of AI is not accepted for this project. If art is in question, the student will be asked to provide all preliminary work. If there is no preliminary work to offer, then the piece will be disqualified.

SPECIFIC SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

· All submissions must include the Circus Ring of Fame logo in some way either in one location, multiple locations or as a repeating design element or background. A logo will be provided for use.
· It is expected that the scarf will be produced at a size of 8” x 50” or 8” x 60” on one side (any colors are ok) and on the bac as a single color.
· Any original generic circus designs created by the contestant may be included as well as any representation of the Circus Ring of Fame on St Armands Circle but copyrighted representations of specific performers may not be included as they are the personal property of specific artists. Examples of the Monte Carlo Scarf over the years will be provided.
· All artwork may be created with any media you want! The final submission will need to be a 300DPI file 8”x50” or 8”x60” jpg that can be reproduced by the scarf manufacturer. If it is not a 300DPI at one of the sizes above it will be disqualified due to too low print quality.
· When entering your submission(s) name your file your last name_first name ex. Hess_Christina. If submitting multiple files create a folder with your name and name each file Last_First_1, Last_First_2, etc.
· All submissions must be turned in to the provided google folder link by 5PM Friday, November 15, 2024. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1057RIZQJy8-8qJZBsIqsKAkB4wVWD5fa?usp=share_link


SPECIFIC PRIZES

· First Prize (1): The winner will receive $500 and 12 scarves as well as 8 VIP tickets to the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation Induction Event at the Circus Sarasota Tent on Saturday, February 8, 2025.

· Honorable Mention (3): Each of the three honorable mentions will receive $100 and 4 VIP tickets to the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation Event at the Circus Sarasota Tent on Saturday, February, 8, 2025.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

· Winning, honorable mention and selected designs will be displayed at the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation Event at the Circus Sarasota Tent on Saturday, February 8, 2025.
· All artwork submitted becomes the property of the Circus Ring of Fame Foundation.

· ANTICIPATED Q&A
Q: Do I have to use all three logos?
A: No. You only have to use one.

Q: Can I create one full illustration or does it have to be a repeat pattern?
A: You can illustrate whatever you want, however you want, as long as it encompasses the spirit of the client’s request and follows the instructions!

Q: Can I enter more than one design?
A: Yep!

Q: If I have questions who should I contact?
A: Christina Hess chess@c.ringling.edu



